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Collective Worship 
 
Emmanuel Schools Foundation (ESF) schools provide a daily act of collective worship for all students that 
is appropriate for the students taking part (Appendix A). Government guidance makes clear that the 
Education Reform Act 1998 uses the term ‘collective worship’ rather than ‘corporate worship’ in 
recognition that worship in schools will be necessarily different from worship amongst a group with 
beliefs in common.1 Assemblies and other acts of collective worship are required, by law, to be wholly 
or mainly of a broadly Christian character.2  
 
As Christian-ethos schools of character for the whole community with no ‘faith-test’ for admission, such 
events seek to be relevant to all students, engaging and inspiring them to consider the big spiritual and 
moral questions of life. Students learn about the virtues seen in the life, work, teaching and ministry of 
Jesus Christ and will be given the opportunity to consider the truth claims presented in the New 
Testament.  
 
ESF and school leaders must ensure that each element of the daily act of worship is engaging and that 
planning and resourcing ensures delivery is of the highest standard. In doing so, opportunities are given 
to consider how Christian faith can be liberating and make a difference to our lives and the lives of others; 
to reflect on the teaching of the Bible and Christian perspectives of current issues facing us today.  As ESF 
is a non-denominational Christian trust, there is focus on what has been generally agreed throughout 
the broad historical and global sweep of Christianity over twenty centuries.3  
 
Everyone has a worldview and an act of collective worship should provide a challenge to every person’s 
thinking, helping them to consider their own personal beliefs and emerging view of the world. Acts of 
collective worship should be inclusive and should be relevant to all students, not just those who are 
Christians. For example, in collective worship students are given the opportunity to pray, but there is no 
requirement that students must pray. Such times afford a valuable opportunity for all students to reflect 
upon what is most important. 
 
In our schools, there will normally be a key message concerning character and the virtues that 
characterise a life well-lived for people of all faiths and none. Acts of worship should value, challenge 
and inspire students, being congruent with the vision, mission, values and virtues of the Emmanuel 
Schools Foundation (Appendix B). Hope and positivity will generally characterise times of collective 
worship. They will often be celebratory and express gratitude. Character development and virtue will be 
often celebrated at such times.  
 
Collective worship in ESF schools should emphasise that children and young people are ‘made in God’s 
image’4 and therefore precious, gifted and responsible. Recognition should be given where virtues such 
as love, kindness, forgiveness, wisdom, self-control, fortitude, courage, justice, fairness, integrity and 
humility are demonstrated in the life of the school community. Students should be inspired and 
encouraged to practise these virtues more consistently. Collective worship aims to provide the 
opportunity for students: to worship God; to consider spiritual and moral issues; to explore their own 
beliefs and worldview; to reflect on their character and virtues; to encourage participation and response, 
whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining 
in the worship offered; to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and 
reinforce positive attitudes.5  

 
1 ‘[Worship] must in some sense reflect something special or separate from ordinary school activities and it should 

be concerned with reverence or veneration paid to a divine being or power. However, worship in schools will 
necessarily be of a different character from worship amongst a group with beliefs in common.’ 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7cd8f740f0b6629523c2b7/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf 
2 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/V/chapter/III/crossheading/religious-worship/1998-01-
27?view=plain 
3 Olson, R. 2002. The Mosaic of Christian Belief – Twenty Centuries of Unity and Diversity (Downers Grove, IVP) 
4 Genesis 1:27 
5 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7cd8f740f0b6629523c2b7/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf  



 
In line with government guidance, the timing and organisation of collective worship may be flexible. 
Worship should involve students ‘taking part’, which means that there must be opportunity within the 
daily act of worship for participation and response. The daily act of worship may take place in person 
with students gathered in an assembly or in tutor rooms. Content may be delivered in person in one 
location or simultaneously in multiple locations, or it may be broadcast to students gathered in different 
locations. There is no requirement to refer to the daily act of worship as ‘the daily act of worship’ and 
schools in our trust will use different names for this time. It should, however, be communicated to 
parents, students, and staff that these times do constitute the daily act of worship. 
 
An act of collective worship for all students must take place each day. There is no prescribed length; 
some schools might typically aim for about 7 minutes each day while others might have devotions of 
around 15 minutes, and assemblies of around 30 minutes. Students may participate in the daily act of 
worship as a stand-alone event or as part of a wider community gathering or broadcast. This might take 
the form of a year group, key stage, house or whole school assembly or may take the form of a discussion-
based reflection in classes or tutor groups. Where possible, the elements which relate to the daily act of 
collective worship, should be communicated to students. During visits or events where students are not 
in school, a short thought for the day, approved by the Principal or Head of School, will be provided.  
 
Collective worship in all Emmanuel schools should help to enable students to thrive and flourish and will 
reflect the purpose expressed by Jesus: ‘I have come that they might have life in all its fullness.’6 It will 
give students an opportunity to develop a sense of awe and wonder at the beauty and diversity of the 
world in which we live. It will emphasise the importance of seeking to live by the Golden Rule – ‘In 
everything, do to others as you would have them do to you’7 – and why it is important to be respectful 
and tolerant of others, even if you do not agree with them. It will also afford the opportunity to consider 
the similarities and differences between being of good character and what it means to be a Christian.  
 
The following elements may comprise the daily act of worship as they relate to the aims set out above: 
short readings from the Bible; short talks that seek to explain the Bible passage that has been read; short 
talks about key topics as they relate to the broad aims set out above. They may also include such 
elements as: live and recorded music; discussions and interviews between staff, students and visitors; 
opportunities for students to discuss questions and their reflections; videos and other multimedia 
resources; opportunities for prayer). Other elements of Christian worship may be included following 
discussion with the Principal and CEO.  
 
Guests approved by the Principal, may be invited to participate within the daily act of worship. Visiting 
speakers should uphold the ethos of the trust and their contribution should endorse, support and lend 
credence to the vision, mission, values and virtues of the Emmanuel Schools Foundation (Appendix B). 
They will be committed to the active promotion of the fundamental British values of democracy,  the rule 
of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and bel iefs.8 
The Principal will work with governors and other senior leaders in the trust to quality assure this aspect 
of the life of the school. In doing so, they should seek the views of students, staff and parents and make 
their findings available to the local governing body, trust board and the CEO. 
 
Parents statutory right to withdraw their children from the daily act of worship will be respected. Given 
the importance of these events for the community life of the school it is hoped that all parents will 
recognise our commitment to relevance, engagement and inclusivity and wish their children to be 
included in this daily opportunity. Applications to withdraw students from the daily act of worship should 
be made in writing to the Principal, who will normally meet with parents to discuss the most successful 
way forward.9  

 
6 John 10:10 
7 Matthew 7:12 
8 https://esf-web.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ESF_British_Values_Policy-1.pdf 
9 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7cd8f740f0b6629523c2b7/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf  
 



 
Appendix A: Relevant excerpts from funding agreements  
Each academy within ESF has its own funding agreement. Across the six schools within the trust, three 
(Bede, The King’s and Trinity) are designated schools of religious character and three (Christ’s, 
Emmanuel and Grace) are not designated as schools of religious character (see below). Emmanuel 
Schools Foundation commissions Section 48 (SIAMS) inspections (which includes inspection of 
collective worship) for Bede, The King’s and Trinity but not for Christ’s, Emmanuel and Grace.  
  
Relevant excerpts from funding agreements: 
 
Bede Academy, The King’s Academy, Trinity Academy 
2.U The Academy Trust must provide for … a daily act of collective worship at the Academy. 
2.V The Academy Trust must comply with section 71(1)-(6) and (8) of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 as if the Academy were a community, foundation or voluntary school, and as if 
references to “religious education” and “religious worship” in that section were references to the 
religious education and religious worship provided by the Academy in accordance with clause 2.W. 
2.W Subject to clause 2.V, where the academy is designated with a religious character (in accordance 
with section 124B of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 or further to section 6(8) of the 
Academies Act 2010): 
b) the Academy Trust must comply with section 70(1) of, and Schedule 20 to, the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 as if the Academy were a foundation school with a religious character or a 
voluntary school, and as if references to “the required collective worship” were references to collective 
worship in accordance with the tenets and practices of the Academy’s specified religion or religious 
denomination; 
c) the Academy Trust must ensure that … the contents of the Academy’s collective worship given in 
accordance with the tenets and practices of its specific religion or religious denomination  are 
inspected. The inspection must be conducted by a person chosen by the Academy Trust, and the 
Academy Trust must ensure that the inspection complies with the statutory provisions and regulations 
which would apply if the Academy were a foundation or voluntary school designated as having a 
religious character.” 
 
Emmanuel College  
Emmanuel College is a City Technology College and is required to make provision for collective worship 
which is broadly in line with that in maintained schools. These requirements are set out in the funding 
agreement for the college. Annex 6 of the ‘Emmanuel College: Amended and Restated Funding 
Agreement 2017’ states that ‘collective worship will be for the College to determine, depending on its 
character’ and the College has always had a non-denominational Christian character and ethos. 
Paragraph 42 states that the CTC ‘must make provision for… a daily act of collective worship’.   
 
Christ’s College and Grace College 
2.U The Academy Trust must provide for … a daily act of collective worship at the Academy. 
2.V The Academy Trust must comply with section 71(1)-(6) and (8) of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 as if the Academy were a community, foundation or voluntary school, and as if 
references to “religious education” and “religious worship” in that section were references to the … 
religious worship provided by the Academy in accordance with clause 2.X. 
2.X  
b) the Academy must comply with section 70(1) of, and Schedule 20 to, the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 as if it were a community, foundation or voluntary school which does not have a 
religious character. 

 



 
Appendix B: ESF vision, mission, values and virtues card 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


